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SELECTED. 
ACCOUNT OF THE WOMEN OF CHINA. 


are born, the nurfes tie their 

textrémely tight to prevent 
theirgrowth ; yet their health 
does not feem at all injured by it; 
and in this littlenefs of their feet 
they think lies the moft effen- 
cial point of beauty. They have 
all of them little eyes and fhort 
nofes ; but in other re{fpects come 
nothing fhort of the European 
ladies. They take all imagina- 
ble care to preferve a fair com- 
plexion ; and their natural mo- 
defty doth infinitely fet off their 
perfons. The ladies wear, as the 
men do, a long fatin cloth of 
gold veft, red, blue or green, ac- 
cording tofancy. The elder fort 
wear black or purple. A little 
collar of white fatin faftened to 
their veft keeps it tight, and co- 
vers the néck clofe. Over the 
veit they have a kind of furtout, 
the long fleeves whereof hide 
their hands, and generally trail 
on the ground. Their head drefs- 
confifts of flowers of gold and fil- 
ver, with which they interlace 
and buckle up their locks. When 
they walk they tread fofily, Keep 
their eyeson the ground, lean 


. their heads on one fide, and ftu- 


dy to let their litsle feet be feen, 
en which they wear very neat 





[’: China as foon as the girls: 
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fhoes of fatin, embroidered with 
old or filver. Some have 
thought that it was.an invention 
of the ancient Chinefe to keep 
their women within doors that 
brought little feet into fathion ; 
but the Chinefe fay, ‘‘thefe are 
idle tales; our forefathers knew 
women too well to believe that 
in retrenching half their fect, 
they could deprive them of the 
power of walking and longing to 
fee the world.” 

The Chinefe think it good po- 
licy to forbid women from all 
trade and commerce. They 
neither buy nor fell; all their 
employment is within doors ; and 
they are fo feldom feen in the 
ftreets, that one would tkink they 
were all fhut upin a cloifter.--« 
However the more they are con 
fined the lefs they love folirude. 
They fpend all the anorning ia 
making themfelves fine, in hope 
of being feen in the courfe of the 
day ; though, perhaps, they are 
not by any but their domeftics.-- 

In China, a father lives ina 
fort of difhonor, if he fees not 
all his children married ; and in 
cafe the father dics, it becomes 
the duty of the elder brother to 
educate and marry the younger 
branches. ‘The moft implicit 
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68 Account of the Women of China. 


obedierice to parents being a fun- 
damental maxim in Chinefe poli- 
cy, the couple to be married of- 
teri know nothing of the matter 
before hand, the relations of the 
man bargaining with thofe of the 
woman s the purchafe of their 
daughter, whom perhaps they 
have never feen. And even thofe 
who, by their father’s death, or 
otherwife, are left to themfelves, 
cannet pleafe their fancies in the 
choice of a wife. They never 


fee the woman they are about to 


have ; but take .her parents’ 
word ; or get information from 
certain old women, who live b 

giving intelligence ; tho’ thefe 


are often in fee with the woman’s: 


triends, to fet her off more than 
dhe deferves, that they might dif- 
nofe of her toadvantage: for the 
Chinefe buy their wives asfother 
merchandife, and give more or 
Jefs, according to the good or 
Wad qualities they fuppofe in 
them. 

When a price is agreed ony the 
contract is made, apd the money 
paid; and both parties prepare 
for the nuptials. 

‘The marriage day being come, 
they carry the bride in afumptuous 
chair, before which go hauthoys, 
drums and fifes ; and after it fol- 
lows her parents and friends.--- 
All the: portion fhe brings are 
marriage garments, tome clothes, 


and houfehold goods, which her 


father prefents her with. The 
bridegyom ftands, at his door, 
richly attired, “waiting for her. 
He himfelf opens the fedan, 
which was clofely ihut ;.and lead 
ing herinto:a chamber,, he deli- 
vers her to feveral women who 
have beea invited, with whom 
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fhe fpénds the day in mirtlr and 
feafling ; while her hufband, in 
another room entertains his ac- 
quaintance. 

This being the firft time the 
bride and bridegroom fee each 
other, and one or both perhaps 
not liking their bargain, it is oft 
a day of mirth tor their friends, 
but-of forrow for themfelyes.--- 
The women muft fubmit, becaufe 
their parents have fold them ; 
but the hufband fometimes on 
opening the chair, not liking his 
bargain, fluts it again, and re- 
turns her to her parents, choofing 
rather to lofe the purcliafeé mo- 
a accepther. 

V idows, having children, be- 
come entirely, at their own dif- 
pofal ; but it is not reputable for 
them to marry again, The re- 
Jations of fome of the middle fort, 
in order to reimburfe themfelves 
the money her late hufband paid 
for her, if fhe has no male iffue, 
may marry her again, and oft 
foree her to it. If fhe hasa daugh- 
ter not weaned, fhe is taken into 
the bargain, From this oppref- 
fion fhe has no way to efcape, 
except fhe can repay the money 
required. , 

Marriages are void,if the wo- 
man has been firft fold to ano- 
thee. Thofe of the fame name 
or family cannot marry: two 
brothers cannor wed two fifters ; 
nor can a man marry his fon to 
the daughter of a widow he in- 
tendsito wed. 

If a wife commits adultery, 
clopes, is of anuntuly difpofition, 
barren, or has a contagious dif- 
eafe, the hutband may fell her 
and purchafe another. But ifa 
ingo fell his wife without: good 
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Yeafon buyar and feller are fevere- 
ly punifhed ; yet the hufband is 
not obliged to take her again. --- 
If the hufband abandons his fa- 
mily three years, the wife prov- 
ing the fame before a mandarin, 


anay have licenfe to marry again. 


A mandarin cannot marry one.of 
a family in the province he go- 
verus. 

Though a Chinefe fubje& caa 
have but one wife, he may take 
as many concubines as he will. 
All chechildren have equal claim 


to the eftate; for they are rec- 


koned the wife’s thoygh born 
of the concubines, They all 
call the wife mother, who is the 
fole miftrefs of the houfe ; and 
the concubines are forced to ferve 
and honour her as fuch. 

Tho’ the chinefe are fo jealous 
that they fuffer not their wives 
tofpeak in private to their own 
brethren; yetfome women make 
it a condition before marriage to 


have liberty to commit adultery, 


which the hufband cannot after- 
wards prevent. But thefe fami- 
inilies are fo abhorred, that the 
children, tho’ ever fo deferving, 
can never obtain apy rank or 
poft of honor. © 

The number of the Emperor’s 
wives and concubines is not eafi- 
ly known, being very great, and 
never fixed. They are feen by 
none but himfelf ; & {carce durft 
any inquire about them, They 
are all maidens of quality, chofen 


by the governors of provinces ; 
and as loon as they enter the pa- 
lace, they have no more corre- 
fpondence with their friends, not 
even with their fathers. This 
forced and perpetual folitude (for 
moft ofthem are never noticed 
by the Emperor) the intrigues 
they ufe to get into his favor, and 
their jealoufy and hatred of each 
other, render moft of them verv 
wretched. Of thofe who enjoy 
the Prince’s regard, three are 
entitled queens, and are in far 
higher honor than the reft. Each 
has her court aad ladies of ho- 
nor; and nothing is wanting 
that can contribute to grandeur 
or amufement. All their bufi- 
nefs confifts in pleafing their 
Jord ; for nothing important 
comes to their knowledge ; they 
afift mot the ftate with their 
councils, nor difturb it with their 
ambition. The Chinefe differ 
much from us in this point.--- 
They fay heaven has endowed 
woman with good nature, modef- 
ty and innocence, that they 
might look after their families, 
and take care of their children’s 
education ; buf that men are 
born to ftrength of body & mind, 
to governthe world. They are 
aftonifhed when we tell them, 
that with us the fceptre often 
falls into a woman’s hand, and 
fay by way of jeft, that Europe 

Is the ladies’ kingdom, 


~ON THE CHOICE AND REGULATION OF OUR 
PLEASURES, 





WT) E prudent, careful, and con- 


be the beft. . This is to do like 


fcientions in the choice of children, who are yet defective 


_ your pleafures. Dg aot ima- 
pine the Arf that Solicits you to guishes men from the inferior 


in that which enerally diftin- 


animals, 
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animals, I mean judgment, and 
follow inftin& more than confi- 
deration and reflection. Men 
are todiftingu:th themfelves from 
children by the feleGtion of their 
pleafures: Suffer no pleafure to 
jinpofe upon you, to perfuade or 
beguile you, to which of your- 
felf you are net inclined; or 
which, according to time’ and 
your prefent difpofition, you had 
rather change for another, per- 
hapsfome nobler pleafure. © — 

One certain rule, that may af- 
fift us in the choice of our plea- 
fures, is this ; alwzys prefer thofe 
pleafares and diverfions which 
are atthe fame time profitable, 
to fuch ‘as are fimply pleatures 
and diverfions, of the advantage 
whereof'is very remote and al- 
mo imperceptible. In this view 
the more mental pleafiires have 
a manife(t preference tothe bare- 
jy fenfual. ‘When I pleafe my 
palate by well-tafted, ‘or charm 
it by generous and racy wine j 
when Faatter my olfactory nerves 
by aromatic & delicious odours ; 
when I delight myfelf in the 
the fenfations of a genial warmth, 
a refrething breeze, or other 
gentle impreffidas on the organs 
of feeling; when I beguile the 
tedioufnefs of time by honeft di- 
verfion; when I : 
and yield aiternately to the fweet 
¥mpreffions of outward’ things ; 
all this is‘ real pleafure ; but ic 
is merely plesfure, nothing bute 
pieafure ; that is, fometimes ad- 
vantageous in its confequences, 
but never of itfelf. As often, 
on the other hand, as [ engage 
in ufetul and inftru&ive conver- 
fation, or fenfible difcourfe ; as 
often as I contemplate the beau- 


totally unbend .' 


ties of nature, or the harmony 
of founds, or the works of art, 
with earneftnefs and fentiment ; 
as often asI adminifter whole- 
fome food to my mind, my fega- 
city, and my fenfibility, by read~ 
ing or hearing ; as often as I em- 
ploy myfelf in refleQion or de- 
votion, or in the works of bene- 
ficence ; fo often I enjoy plea- 
fure, a€tval pleafure, but not 
merely pleafure. I at the fame 
time enjoy a ufeful exercife of 
my mental powers, of my tafte, 
my fenfibility and my talents, 
and accordingly forward my 
perfeétion and felicity. There- 
fore continue no labor to abfo- 
lute fatigue, till you are quits 
weakened and exhaufted, and 
fo force yourlelf to feek mere 
pleafure, or rather a not difa- 
greeable inactivity and repofe, 
for attending to your health or 
your lite. If then the choice of 

our pleafures depends on your- 
felf, and’ you may enjoy one as 
well as’ another “without detri- 
ment; prefer that which by a 
moderate employment affords 
you’ recreation and exercife at 
once ; to that which barely gives 
you reft, and barely pleafure, or 
infpires you with new ftrength 
and vigor only inits effects. ~~ 

‘ Another ‘equally’ certain rule 
is, let no fenfual pleafure become 
a paffion, if you’ would not run 
the hazard of. lofing your free-~ 
dom, and of falling into the moft 
lamentable bondage, He that 
indulges ‘himfelf ‘as frequently 
in fenfual pleafure as he has the 
means and opportunities for it, 
will foon find that he cannot 
forezo it without uneafinefs and 


pain; and ke who cannot de- 
prive 
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ptive himfelf of it, without 
thinking himfelf miferable, will 
foon find it become a paffion ; 
that is, he will no longer be able 
to withftand the calls aad allure- 
ments of it---will prefer it to all 
other kinds of pleafure, ‘facrifice 
them all to that one, and think 
himfelf happy in the enjayment 
of that alone. And when he 
once is fo far gone, haw can the 
raan ftill preferve his freedom? 
how willhe be able to do that 
which reafon and confcience.in 
all events enjoin him to perform 
as the fitreft and beft ? how often 
will he negle&t the moft urgent 
affairs, and violate the moft fa- 
cred duties, for purfuing this 
leafure which is every thing to 
Dim? How often will the bare 
want of this, or the impofbilit 
of enjoying it, render him asa 
and unfit to any other exertion 
of his facultses, indifpofe him 
for any ferious bufinefs, for any 
neceflary employment ? and how 
cana man in this fituation be 
happy? Nay, the oftener he 
muft deny himfelf the pleafure 
he fo paflionately purfues (and 
neither hisewn nature, nor the 
nature of other things and other 


Ft 
men, wilt allow him fo fie- 
quently to enjoy it as he would 
with,) the oftener therefore he 
muft deny himfelf to it ; fo much 
the oftener muft he, more or 
Jefs be miferable. 

Would you then avoid this 
bondage and this mifery? then 
fuffer not the inclination to fen- 
fual pleafure to get the command 
over you; allow it not to be- 
come fo violent as that you can- 
not withftand it. To this end, 
accuflom yourfelves to abfti- 
nence from this kind of pleafures. 
Enjoy them not fo frequently as 
circumftances and time permit ; 
not fo frequently as you have op- 
portunities and inclination there- 
to. Break off from them at 
times, on purpofe, that you may 
learn to be deprived of them 
without anxiety or vexation ; 
merely that you may maintain 
the command over yourfelf, and 
the rights of your realon and li- 
berty, merely that you may rot 
become the flaves to fuch things 
as you probably muft, one time 
or other, relinquifth whether you 
will or no, and the privation of 
which would render you unhap- 
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N_ the mountain from 

fF whence the torrent sof 
Runti precipitates into the valley 
a young fhepherd fed his goats. 
His pipe called echo from the 
hollow rocks, and echo bid the 
vallies feven times refound his 
fongs. On a fudden he perceiv- 
ed a man climing the mountain’s 
fide, The man was old; years 





had blanched his head. 


A, laf 
bent beneath his tottering fteps, 
for he had a wooden leg. He 
approached the young man, and 
{eared himfelf by him. on the 
mofsof the rock. The young 
fhepherd looked at him with fur- 
prife. My fon, faid the old man 
fmiling, do you not ‘think that, 


infirm as { am, 1 fhould have 
done 















































a 
Gone better in the valley ? Know 
that [ make this journty but 
once a year, and this leg as you 
fee it, is more honorable to me, 
than are to many the moft ftrait 
and active. 1 do not doubt, fa- 
ther replied the thepherd, but it 
3s very honarable to you, though 
another would be more ufeful. 
Without doubt you are tired. 
Will you drink fome milk from 
my goats, or fome of the frefh 
water that fpouts from the hollow 
of the rock ? 

Old Man. 1 likethe frank- 
mefs painted on thy vifage.---- 
‘ Alittle frefh water will be fuf- 
‘ficient. If you will bring it me 

bither, you fhail hear the ftory 
of this wooden leg. The young 
Shepherd ran to the fountain, and 
foon returned. When the old 
_man had quenched his thirft, he 
faid, Let young people when 
they beheld their fathers maim. 
ed; adore the Almighty power 
and biefstheir valour; for with- 
‘ out that you would have bowed 
our necks beneath the yoke, 
inftead of thus bafking in 
the fun. Mirth and gaiety 
inhabit thefe hills and vallies, 
while your fongs refound from 
one mosntaintothe other. Li- 
berty ! Sweet liberty ! All we fee 
around us is ourown. Wecul- 


_ tivate our own fields with plea- 


fure. 

Young Shepherd. He does not 
deferve to be a free man, who 
can forget that his liberty was 
purchafed with the blood of his 
forefathers. 


Old Man. But who, in their 


piace, would not-have done as 
they did? Ever fince that bloody 
dey of Nefels, I come once a 
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year to the top of this mountain ; 


‘but I perceive that J am nowcome 


for the laft time. From hencel 
till behold the order of that bloo- 
dy battle. See ! it was onthat fide 
the army of the enemy advanced ; 
thoufands of lances glittered at a 
diftance, with horfemen covered 
with fumptous armor, The plames 
that fhaded their helmets nodded 
as they marched, and the earth 
re founded with their horfes hoofs. 
Our litth troop was already 
broke. We were but 3 or 400 
men. ‘Thecries of the defeat 
were re-echoed from every fide, 
and the fmoke of Nefels in 
flames filled the valley. How- 
ever at the bottom of this hill 
where we now are, our chief 
had placed himfelf. He was 
there where thofe two pines fhoot 
up from that pointed rock. [I 
think I fee him now furrround- 
ed by a fmail number of warriors, 
firm, immovable, and calling 
around him the difperfed troops. 
i hear the ruftling of the ftand- 
ard that he waved inthe air ;_ it 
was like the found of the wind 
that precedes a hurricane. From 
every fide they ran towards him. 
Doft thou fee thofe floods ruth 
down from the mountains ?--- 
Stones, rocks and trees ‘in vain 
oppofe their courfe; they bear 
down all before them, and mcet 
together atthe bottom of that 
pool: fo we ran tothe cry of our 
general, cutting our way thro’ 
the enemy. Ranked zround on 
hero, we made a vow, and God } 
was our witnefs, to conquer or 
die. The enemy, advancing in 
order of battle, poured down im- 
petuoufly upon us; we attacked 
them inourtura, Eleyentimes 


it f 
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we retufned to the charge ; but 
always forced to retire to the 
fhhelter of thefe hills; we there 
clofed our ranks, and beconie un- 
faken as’ fhe rock by which 
we were iprotected. jAt laf 
reinforced by thirty Swifs war- 
riors, we fell fuddenly on the 
enemy, like the fall-of a moun- 
tain, or as fomie mighty’ rock de- 
fcends, rolls thro’ the brett, and 
lays wafte the trees that interrupt 
irs courfe.. On every fide the 
enemy, both horfe and foot, con- 


founded each other to efcape our 


rage. Grown furious, we trod 
under foot the dead-and dying to 
extend vengeance ftill farther. I 
was in the tmiddle of the battle. 
A horfemap of the enemy in his 
flight rode Bver me and cruthed 
my leg. The foldjer who fought 
the néareft to me, fecing my 
condition, took meon his tho#l- 
ders, and ran with me out of the 
field of battle: A holy father 
was proftrate on arock not far 
diftant, and imploring heaven to 
aid us. Take scare, good father of 
this warrior, my deliverer cried ; 
he has fought like a fon of liber- 
ty ! he faid, and flew back to the 
combat, ‘, The victory was ours, 
my foa, it was ours! but many 
of us were left extended on the 
heaps of the enemy. I was care- 
fully attended ; 1 was cured ; but 
Icould never find the man to 
whom I owed my life. .I have 
fought bim in vain. I have made 
vows and pilgrimages that fome 
angel would reveat him to me. 
But alas! all my efforts have 
been fruitiefs. 1 fhall never in 
this life thew him my gratitude. 
The young fhepherd having 
heard the old watrior, with tears 





#3 
in his eyes, faid, No, father, im 
this life you can never thew him 
your gratitude, The old man, 
furprifed, cried, heavens ! whae 
doft you fay ? Doft thou know, 
my fon,*who my deliverer was? 
Young Shepherd. 1 am much 
deceived, if it was not my father. 
Often he has told me the’ fto 
of that battle, and often have 
heard him fay, I wonder if the 
fan I carried from the battle be 
ftillalive’ | . 

Old Man. O God! O angels 
of heaven! was that generous 
man thy father ! “he 

Young Shepherd. He had a fear 
here (pointing to his left cheeky 
he had been wounded with a 
ance ; perhaps it was before he 
carried you from the ficld. 

Old Man. His cheek was co- 
vered with blood when he bore 
me off, O my child! my fon ? 

Young Shepherd. He died two 
eck ago ; and as he was poor, 

am forced, for fubfiftence, to 
keep thefe goats. Theold man 
embraced him and faid, Heaven 
be praifed, I can recompr afethee 
for his generofity. Come, my 
fon! come with me, and lec 
fome other keep thy goats. 

They defcended the hill topes 
ther, and walked towards the * 
old man’s dwelling. He was rich 
in lands and flocks, and a lovely 
daughter was his only heir. My 
child faid he to her, he that fav- 
ed my life was the father of this 
young fhepherd. If thou can’ft 
love him, I fhall be happy to fet 
you united. The young man 
was an amiable perfon ; health 
and pleafure fone in his counte- 
nance; locks ofyellow gold fhad- 
ed his forchead, and dre: fpark- 
Stipe 
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ling of his eyes was foftened by 
a {weet modefty. The young 
Maiden, with an ingenuous re- 
ferve, afked three days to refolve; 
but the third day appeared to her 
avery long one. She gave her 


hand to the young fhepherd ; and 
the old man with tears of joy 
faid to them, My bleffing reft 
wpon you my children! This- 
day has made me the moft happy, 


of mortals. 
* 
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> wemen here feem to 
have arrogated to them- 
feives the department and privi- 
ledges of the men. Contrary to 
theufage of all other countries, 
the eldeft daughter here inherits, 
and the fons like daughters ever 
where elfe, are portioned o 
with {mall dowers, 01, which is 
ftill worfe, turned out pennylefs, 
tofeek their fortune. If a man 
has two daughters, the eldeft at 
her marriage is entitled to all her 
mother’s poffeffions, which are 
by far the greater part of the fa- 
mily eftate, as the mother keep- 
ing up her prerogative never 
parts with the power over any 
ortion of what fhe has brought 
into the family, until the is for- 
ced into it by the marriage of her 
daughter, and the father alfo is 
compelled to ruin himfelf, by 
adding whatever he may have 
{craped together by his induftry. 
The fecond daughter inherits no- 
thing, and is condemned to per- 
petual celibacy. She is ftyled a 
Calogria, which fighifies proper- 
ly a religious woman, or nun, 
and isin effe&t menial fervantto 


her fifter, being employed by her 


p eva 
in any office fhe may think fit to of 
impofe, frequently ferving her 
as waiting maid, as cook, and 
often in employments ftill more 
degrading. She wears a habit 
peculiar to her fituation, which 
fhe can never_ change, a fort of 
monaftic drefs# coarfe, and of a 
a dark brown. One advantage 
however, fhe has over her fifler, 
that whereas the elder before 
marriage, is never allowed to go 
abroad, or to fee any man, her 
neareft relations only excepted, 
the calogria, except when em- 
ployed in domeftic toil, is in this 
refpect at perfect liberty. But 
when the fifter is married the fit- 
uation of the poor calogria be- 
comes defperate indeed, and is 
rendered {till more humiliating 
by the comparifon between her 
condition, and that of her happy 
miftrefs. The marfied fifter en- 
joys every fort of liberty, the 
whole family fortune is hers, and 
fhe {pends it as the pleafes, her 
hufband is her obfequiousfervant, 
her father and mother are de- 
pendent upon her. She dreffes 
inthe moft magnificent manner, 
‘covered all over, according to | 

the i 
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the fafhion of the ifland, with 
pearls and with pieces of gold 
which are commonly fequins ; 
thus continually carrying about 
her the énviable HH of lier 
‘affluence and fupetiority, while 
the wretched Calogria follows 
her as a ietvant, arrayed in fim- 
ple homefpun brown, and with- 
out the moft diftant hope of ever 
Changing her condition. Such 
a difparity may feem intolérable, 
but what will not cuftom recon- 
cile ? Neither are the misfor- 


» om, tunes of the family yet at an erid. 


“© ?T he father and the mother, with 
what little is left them, contrive 
by their indufiry, to accumulate 
a fecond little fortune ; and this, 
if they fhould have a third 
, daughter, they are obligéd to give 
to her upon tere be and 





the fourth gitl, @ there be cite, 
becomes her Calogria ; and fo on 
through all the daughters alter- 
nately. Whenever the daughter 
is matriageble, fhe can, by cuf- 
tom, compel her father to pro- 
cure her a hufband ; and the mo- 
ther, fach is the power of habit, 
is fcolifh enough to join in teaz- 
ing him into an immediate com- 
pliance, tho its confequences muft 
be equaily fatal & ruinous to both 
ofthem. From hence it happens, 
‘that nothing is more common 
than to fee tlie old father & mio- 
therreduced to the utinoft indi- 
gence, and even begging about 
the f{treets, while their unnatu- 
ral daughters are in affluence ; 
and we onrfelves lave frequently 
been thewn the eldeft daughter 
pzrading thtough the town im the 
greaielt {plendor, while her mo- 
ther and filter followed her as 
. fervants, and made a melancholy 
“part of her atrendant train, 
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The fons, as foon as they ar© 


of an age to gain a livelihood, ar® 
turned out of the family, fome- 
times with a fmall prefent or pot- 
tion, but more frequently with- 
out any thing to fupport them ; & 
thus reduced, they either endea- 
vour to live by theif labour ; or, 
which is more ufual, go on board 
fome trading veffels as failots or 
as fervants, remaining abroad till 
they have got together fomecom- 


' petency, and then feturn home 


to marry; and be hen-pecked. 
Of all thefe extraordinary par- 

ticulars | was informed by. the 

French conful, aman of fenfe 


cand indifputable veracity, who 


had refided in this ifland for feve- 
tal years, and wiio folemnlyaf- 
fured me that every circuynitance 
was true ; but indeed our own 
ebfervations left cs without the 
leaft room for doubt, and the fin- 
gular mali and deportment 
of the ladies fully evineed thie 
truui of our friend’s rebatian. 
On walking thfough the 
town it is eafy fo pérccive, 
from the whimfical manners of 
the female paffengers, that the 
women according to the vulgar 
phrafe, wear the breeches They 
frequently ftop’d us in the ftreets 
examined our drefs, interrogated 
vs with a bald and manly air, 
laughed at our foreign garb and 


‘appearance, and fhewed fo little 


attention to that decent modefty, 
whieh is, or ought to be, tle true 
charaCteriftic of the fex, that 
there is every reafon to fuppofe 
they could, in {pite of. their 
haaghtinefs, be the kindeft ladies 
upon ezrth, if they ‘were not 
ftrictly watched by the ‘Purks, 
whe are here yery nusherous 
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46 Account of a fingular Cuftom at Metelin, ard a Curious Fad. 


and would be ready to punith 
any tranfpreffion of their ungal- 
Jant laws with arbicray fines. 
Bet nature, and native manners, 
‘willoften baffle the effoits of 
even tyranny itfelf. In all their 
cuftoms, thefe manly ladies feem 
tohave changed fexes with the 
meén,the womanrides aftride--the 
~ man fits fideways upon the horfe : 
nav, I have been affured, that 
the hufbands diftinguifhing ap- 
péllation ishis wifes family name. 
The women have town & country 
houfes, in the management of 
which the hufband never dares to 
interfere. Their gardens, their 
-fervants areall their own ; & the 
hufband from every circumftance 
of hisbehaviour, appears to be no 
other than his wife’s firit domef- 
tic, perpetually bound to her 
fervice, and flave to her caprice. 
Thete lordty ladies are, for the 
molt part, very handfome, in {pite 
of their drefs, which 1s fingular- 
Ty difadvantageous, Down to 
the gir ile, which as in the old 
Grecian garb, is raifed for above 
what we ufually call the wait, 
they wear nothing but a fhift of 
thin tran{parent gauze, red, green 
or brown. through whieh every 
thing is vifible, their breafts on- 
ly excepted, which they cover 
with a fort of handkerchief ; and 
this, as we were informed, the 


Turks have obliged them to 
wear, while they look upon it as 
an incumberance, and as no in- 

confiderable portion of Turkith 
tyranny. Long fleeves, of the 
fame thin material, perfeétly. 
fhew their arms, even to the 
fhoulders. Their principal orna- 
ments arechainsof pearl,towhich 
they hang fmall pieces of gold 
coin. Their eyes are large and 
fine, and the nofe, which we 
term Greican, ufually prevails 
among them, as it does indeed 
among the women of all thefe. 
iflands. Their complexions are 
naturally fine but they fpoil them 
with paint, of which they mak¢ 
abundant ufe ;and they disfigure 
their faces, by fhaving the hin- 
der part of the eye-brow, and. 
replacing it a ftrait line of 
hair,neatly appned with fome fort 

of gum, the brows being thus 
continued ina flrait and narrow 

line till it joins the hair on each 
fide of their face. They are 
well made, of the middle fize, 

and for the moft part plump; 
but they are difiinguifhed by 

nothing fo much, as by haughty 

fupercilious air, with which they 

feem to look down wpon ail 

mankind as ereatures of an infe- 

rior nature, born for their fervice 

and doomed to be their flaves. 








A CURIOUS FACT. 





HE Atlas of go guns, 

; launched during the Am- 
ticen war at Chatham, had at 
the head, the figuie of Atlas fup- 
porting the globe. By an error, 
the globe was placed fo high, 
ofthat ubet part of it wasobliged 


to be cut away before the bow- 
fprit could be fined in. ° This 
part happened to be no other 
than ali North-America, and the 
carpenrer who cut it away was 
an Anieri¢an ! ? 
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The Story of the King and Hawk--and Confcience. -F 


THE EFFECTSOF PRECIPITATION, ILLUSTRATED 
IN THE STORY OF THE. KING ANDHAWK. 


EE ————— 


Perfia had a favorite hawk. 
feing one day on a hunting party 
with his hawk upon his head, a 
deer ftarted up before him; he 
let the hawk fly, and tollowed it 
with great eagernefs, till atlength 
the deer was taken. The cour- 
tiers were all left behind in the 
chace. The King being thirfty, 
road about in queft of water, nil 
having reached the foot a moun- 
tain, he difcovered fome trick- 
Jing down in drops from the rock, 
He took a litthe cup out of his 
quiver,-and held it to: catch the 
water. Jult when the cup was 
filled, and he was going to drink, 
the hawk fhook his pinions, and 
overfet the cugil® The king was 
vexed at the ac€ident, and again 
applied the cup to the hole ia the 
rock. When the cup was re- 
pleaifhed, and he was lifting it to 
his mouth, the hawk clapped his 
wings, and threw it down, at 
which the king was fo enraged, 
that he flung the bird with 
fuch force againftthe ground that 
he expired. 7 
Atthistime the table-decker 
came up. He took a napkin 


I Have heard thata King of 


out of his budget wiped the cup, 
and was going to give the King 
fome water to drink, Theking 
faid he had a great inclination 
totafte the pure water that dif- 
tilled through the rock, but not 
having patience to wait for its 
being colleted by drops, he or- 
dered the tabledecker to go ta 
the top of the mountain, and fll 
the cup at the fountain-he:-d. 

The  table-decker having 
reached the top of the mountain 
faw a large dragon lying dead at 
the fpring, and his poifonous 
foam mixing with the water, fell 
in drops through the rock, He. 
defcended, related the fact to the 
king, and prefented him with 2 
cup of ca!d water out of his fla- 
gon. 

When the king lifted the cup 
to his lips, the tears gufhed from 
hiseyes. He then related to the 
table-decker the adventure of 
the hawk, made many_ refleéti- 
ons upon the defiructive. confe- 
quences of precipitancy, and 
thoughtleffnefs, and, duting the 
remainder of his life, the arrow 
of regret was continually rank- 
ling in his breaft. 





CONSCIENCE. 





HE Caliph Montafer ha- 

ving caufed his father to be 
put to death, fome time after, 
looking over the rich turniture 
in the palace, & caufing feveral 
pieces of the tapeftry to be open- 
ed before him, that he might ex- 
amine them more exactly; a. 


mong the reft, he met with one 
which had the figure of a very 
handfome young man, mounted 
en a Perfian horfe, with adiadem 
on his head, and acircle of Per- 
fian chara&ters round himfelf 
and his horfe: — The Caliph 
charmed ei" ho beanty of the 
tapefiry, 












































78 
tapeftry, fent for a Perfian who 
underftood the anciest Periic, 
and defired him to explain that 
infeription. The man read it 
changed colour, and after fome 
hefitation, told the Caliph it 
was a Perfic fong, that had no- 
thing init worthhearing. That 
Pritice, however, would not be 
put off; he readily perceived 
there was fomething in it extra- 
ordinary; and therefore com- 
manded the interpreter to give 
him the true fenfe of it immedi- 


Anecdotes, Be. 


ately,as he valued his own fafety. 
The man then coid him, that 
the infcription ran thus--- 

“Tam Siroes, the fon of 
Chofres, who flew my father, to 
gain his crown, which I kept 
but fix months.”’ 

This affe&ed the Caliph 
Montater fo much, that he died 
in two or three days, when he 
had reigned about the fpace of 
time ftated in the prediction. 
This ftory is well attefted. 





ANECDOTES. 


CERTAIN Bithop had 


a Bifcayan man fervant, 
whom he ordered one feftival to 
o to a butcher, who was called 
David, fara piece of meat, and 
then come to church where the 
Bithop was to ‘preach. The 
Bithop, in his ferinon, bringing 
authorities from the feripture, in 
this manner: ¢ Hfaiah fays thus 
--- Jeremiah fays thus :”? At laft 
happening toturn towards the 
door, as his fervant came in, he 
went on, ** And what favs ‘Da- 
vid ?”” Upon which the Bifcay- 
amroared out, ** He fwears to 
God, that if you do not pay your 
bill, you need never iend to his 
fhop again.” 7 


HEN rhe Duke of Graf- 

‘ton was a‘bdy, he lived 
very much with his aunt, the 
Countefs of Herrington, and at 
this ume of life, (though of a 
very thin delicate conftitution} 
gave evident figns of an amorous 
Zifpofition.--- Among the reft of 





his amours, he very warmly foli- 
cited my lady’s woman, and one 
evening hehaved fo indecently to 
her, that {he was. under the ne- 
ceffity of complaifing to her la- 
dy. How isthis, Sir, fays her 
Jadyfhip, that you can behave fo 
rude in'my houfe ? Lord, mad- 
am, fays the other, totell you the 
truth, Nancy did leok fo charm- 
ing, feft and blood cculd mor re- 


frain. . Come, come, Charles, 


returned her ladyfhip, let me 
hear no more of fuch doings in 
this houfe : it may be an excufe 
for fleth and blood, but I*am fure 
it can be none for fein and bene. 


GENTLEMAN farmer, 

‘oblerving to one of his 
threihers, that he had been in- 
formed another farmer’s Jabour- — 
er had threfhed out a load of 
corn between fun and fun; the 
ruftic replied, then, maefier, it 
muff have been one of ‘Fofhua’s 
days when he commanded the aun 


to and Pehl. 
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ORIGINAL POETRY. 





For THe Rurart Casket, 
MEDITATIONS, 
Re the poor fhipwreck’d failor worn with toil, 
Gladly returning to his native foil, 
Muling on fortune, and his paft diftrefs, 
That fickle foible—Worldly Happinefs, 
So I in contemplation fet alone, 
Taking a retrofpect on what is done, 
Fatigu’d with toil, infirmities and pain, 
Worn out with croffes—all ambition flain. 


© thou Great God ! firft caufe of Nature’s plan, 
Who made the heavens and earth, and alfo man, 
Grant me fome place where I may dwell in peace, 
A kind of hermitage, until I ceafe : 
Uninfluenc d by fafhions—finery, 
By party pleafures —worthlefs vanity— 
Let all my ideas, and my only care, 
Be occupi’d to ferve thee juft and fair. 
May all my iptellectual powers ftrain, 
For fure our feafon was not give in vain, 
Thou gave it asthe choiceft favory fruit, 
Its all that ranks mankind above the brute ; 
Then guide this reafon right—and let me know, 
How I thould ferve thee, aud with zeal I go. 


Life is but fhort, we foon muff all decay, 
Then riches, fame and pleafure fly away ; 
Age comes space, with ftern infirmity, 

We all e’er long muft linger and muft die, 
Then every art, al! medicine will fail, 

For what does vain agcomplifhments avail ; 
What fignifies our being rich or great, 

No living mortal can forego his fate, 

Or what avails our friendthip or our love, 
Tho profpered by the fmiling fates above, 

Its ftill but vanity—vain happinefs, 

One moment may blot out all future blifs, 
And part afunder friends and lovers true, 
Never to meet again—diftreffing view ! 
Love is uncertain—Friendfhip’s but a name, 
4nd all our hope of worldly biifs in vain. 
Nothing is fure that we can find on earth, 
But Death, that awful great deftroyer Death. 
Ai! may I live retir’d from pomp and pride, 
Deceit and grandeur by this heart deny’d ; My 
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i, Original and- feletted Poetry. 


My cell reclufe from vanity and ftrife, 

No partner in afperities of life ; 

For foon my race is run, and I muft go 

Where Chriftian nor Philofopher can know ; 

Unlefs infpir’d from Heaven’s high realms above, 

With more than human wifdom—Angels love, 
*Unheeded then I go—and whe will mourn ? 

No partner of my life intearsforlorn, 

No children crying for a parent gone, 

Adieu anxieties and grandeur om, : 

Love, galantry, pretty fafhions, all adieu. 

3 2B Y> pretty tainions, VAUCLUSE. 


June 30, & 798. 





For THE Rurat Casket. 





Ox ayzoung Attorney who had no Praétice, and had juf? recovered ‘from a 
dangerous Diforder. 





N his fick bed as Dozer lay Jove wond’ring hears, kis gracious 
A novice in the laws ! nod ; 
The haplefs youth was heard to The youth 0 death reproves 
fay, 7 ieee ¥et with fubmiffion to the God, 
How crue! to befnatch’d away, His cafe is {till extremely odd— 
“* And DIE without a CAUSE ! Without a CAUSE he LIVES, 





ON WOMEN. 


ATURE with guardian horns o’erfpread 
The nervous bull's Majeftic head ; 
With hoofs fhe arm’d the gen’rous fteed ; 
The tim’rous-hare fhe wing’d with {peed 5 
And gave the hion to difclofe = 
Wide op’ning teeth, tremendous rows } 
Fins to the fcaly kind the gave, 
To cleave the azure-cryftall’d wave : 
To birds to wing th’ erial {pace : 
» . €ovrage to man’s imperial race. 
No arms for wothan now remain’d : 
What fav'rite gaurd has fhe obtain’d' ? 
Beauty, no fhield like beauty’s found : 
No. fpear can fix fo deep a wound : 
ae pow’r of beauty alf mnft feel, 
“bo’ arm’d with fire, and cloath’d with fteel. 
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Foreign Occurrences. fs 
FOREIGN OCCURRENCES. 


LONDON, Apriz 23. | 

Thurfday difpatches were re- 
éeived at the admiralty from off 
Breft. The Triton frigate looked 
into that port on the 19th inft. & 
the force inthe outer road con- 
fitted of g fail of the line, rg fri- 
gates, and 2 or 3 corveites, appa- 
rently ready for fea. The Tri- 
ton was fo near the above men of 
war, that feveral fhells were 
thrown, but none ftruck her. 

The Duke de Berry has arriv - 
ed from Edinburgh, charged by 
Monfieur, brother to Louis 18, 
to tendef his majefty his own 
fervices, as well as thofe of all 
the emigrated French noblemen 
in this country. 

Government are unremitting 
in their meafures to be inftantly 
apprized of the approach of the 
enemy, and repelthem. Along 
the whole of the Kentith coaft, 
in particular, nightly picquets 
are mounted, with numerous pa- 
trols of cavalry, fo near asto be 
able to communtcate with each 
other, whilft the fpirit of the 
people is roufing in defence of all 
that is valuable. 

APRIL 24.8 

A letter trom Bruffels ftates, 
that feveral battallions of troops 
which wete to have joined the 
army of England, have received 
counter orders, and are to pro-= 
ceed to the fiege of Ehrenbreitf- 
tein. Some of the papers repeat 
that the chief command of the ar- 
my of England is now. intrufted 
to general Kilmain. 

Mt is faid thatthe Freuch fleet 
wes on the point of failing from 
Bie. They are fuppofed to be 


deftined for the coat of Ireland. 

Yefterday the chancellar_ of 
Exchequer finally conciuded his 
bargain fora loan of feveateen 
millions for the fervice ofthe 
prefent year. 

Letters by the mails from 
Dublin ftate, that the difcon- 
tefits unfortunately prevailing 
in the fifter kingdom,’ have aoe 
yet abated. Murders and afh- 
nations are very frequent ia dif- 
ferent parts of the country. 
Extraé of a letter from Dublin. 

*« The following extraordina- 
ry inftance of bravery oceurred 
in the King’s county.--One of 
the 7th dragoon guards who was 
catrying difpatchesto the high 
Sheriff of the county, wasattack- 
ed by nine defenders of United 
frifhmen who demanded his let- 
ter, and on his refufal they pele- 
ed {tones athim, one of which 
nearly ftunned him, but as foon 
as he recovered himfelf he took 
out one of his piftols and ther 
one man, then drew his {word 
and cut down another, he got up 
to a third and killed him ¥ He 
then purfued the reft; two of 
whom he fecured and brot them 
prifoners into the affizer ‘town, 
while the judges were fitting. 

NASSAU, (N. P.) May 78. 

Two beneficial effects to 
Great Britain, have refulted from 
tke orders of the Freach Diree- 
tory for capturing neutral veffels 
having Britifh manufaGures on 
board, which never entered- nto 
the views of thofe faaguinaty 
defpots, viz, throwing a vat 
Inoreafe of the carrying trade in- 
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23 Remeflic Occurrentes: 


to the hands cf tho Britith fhip ‘nations to refort to Britain for 
owners and obliging great num- - employment. 


bers of che feamen of neutral 
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DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES. 





CHARLESTON, June 6. 
Yefterday morhing, between the 
hours of one and two, a fire 
broke out in the Grocery Store 
of Mr. Jofhua Brown, in King- 
Street, a little below Price’s 
Alley. The flames had got to 
fuch a height, before the fire 
was difcovered, that nota fin- 
gle article was faved, andtwo 

oung men who flept in the 

tore, with difficulty efcaped. 
From the ftore it communicated 
to the adjoining houfes, and be- 
fore aftop was put to it, feven 
houfes were deftroyed, three 
in King-ftreet,and four in Price’s 
Ally ; the Jatter were fmall 
buildings. 


PHILADELPHIA, June 29. 

Yefterday Commodore Barry 
arrived in town from the United 
States, frigate, lying at New- 
Caftle, and we are happy to hear 
that having procured all his guns 
and men, the {hip only waits for 

_avew neceffaries to enable her 
to proceed to fea. 

On Toefday laft, Benjaman 
Stoddert, Efg. Secretary of the 
Navy, entered on the duties ot 
that Department at his office, 
No. 139, Walnut Street, be- 
tween Fourth and Fifth Streets. 


WALPOLE, {N.H.) June to. 

THE following melancholy 
accident happened a few days 
fince at Antrim in this State. As 
a Mr. Knight was falling a 
tree, two of his fifters were ap- 
proaching the fpot where he was 
at work at the time he had cut 
the tree nearly through, They 
were at that moment in a fafe fi- 
tuation, and he requefted them to 
ftand where they were. But, 
perhaps from auidea of greater 
fafety, one of the fiftersimmedi- 
ately ran towards the place where 
Mr. Knight ftood, in the way of 
the falling tree, and was eredsca 
to death. 


—_—- 
POUGHKEEPSIE, July 3. 
—MARRIE D— 

Dr. Henry Van KLeEEck, 
of New-Hackinfack, Fifhkill 
town,to Mils Sarau Brusu, 
of Stanwich, in Confietticur. 

GERARD SMITH SLOAN Efq. 
of New-Paliz, in Ulfter Coun- 
ty, to Mifs Pua@se Dayton, 
of the fame place. 

Mr, ------ Rocers, of New- 
York, to Mifs Peccr Apri- 








LANCE, of this towg, 


ERRATA, 
In the laft Cafker, tirft line of 
the Anagram, in the 63d page, 
for ** Evil,’’ read ** Veal.” 
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°) PRINTED AT POUGHKEEPSIE, : 
By POWER & SOUTHWICK, 


At Fiyensy Shillings per Anmon, 














